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County League 2023/2024
  https://www.middlesexnetball.co.uk/county-league.html#/
Dear Club Secretary,

Welcome to the 2023/24 Season. Please confirm that you have received this information by emailing countyleague@middlesexnetball.co.uk and make sure that you read it thoroughly so that any necessary action is taken in due time.  It may be a good idea to share this e-mail and its contents to all your club members who may be involved in the forthcoming County League season such as players, coaches, captains so that everyone is well versed in our rules and procedures. 
As Chair, I would like to thank the following people for agreeing to be part of the County League Committee for another season – Shaheen Lodhi, Amber Derrien, Sally Essex, Marvin Campbell, Elz Eve.

Please note, from this season onwards we will be referring to this league as the County League to avoid the ongoing confusion with the Middlesex County Netball Association (MCNA).  All documentation will be updated to reflect this. 

Please find attached information on everything you should need for the new season, most of which will shortly be available on the County League page of the Middlesex Netball website.  
1. Club/secretary details
Please check that the details for your team (or teams) are correct and notify us promptly of any inaccuracies to both:  countyleague@middlesexnetball.co.uk and registrationsandresults@middlesexnetball.co.uk
We would recommend that clubs have a generic email address that stays the same each year.  Please ensure that this matches what is on ENgage as your club contact address to ensure key communications from Middlesex County Netball Association also reach your club.
2. Division list and Fixture dates 
These are attached and additional Guidance notes can be found in an appendix to this document. 
Please note that Division 1 matches on the 28/10/23 will now be played on the 06/01/24. This is due to venue restrictions. 
3. Rules and Regulations for the County League 
These are attached.
4. Team Registration Form 
Complete and return by 6pm on Friday 1st September 2023 to registrationsandresults@middlesexnetball.co.uk  
An acknowledgement will be sent.
Additional Player Registrations may be added during the season – see Rules & Regulations 3.6 - 3.9 and the Guidance Notes.
You are reminded that if clubs do not meet the Team Registration deadline, as indicated above, then 10 points (per team) will be deducted for the first game and any subsequent games played without the appropriate Team Registration Form.

Clubs which also participate in the National Premier League must submit their core 7 National Premier League players when they register their County League teams.  Please carefully read the Rules and Regulations as well as the Guidance notes with regards to rule amendments which have been made to the eligibility of players who participate in the National Premier League, Regional Leagues and NPL Competition.

The deadline for re-registration for the second half of the season is 6pm on Saturday 13th January 2024.  Further details will be issued in December.
Please also note that club rosters/EN Membership lists (downloadable from ENgage) should be sent to registrationsandresults@middlesexnetball.co.uk by no later than 6pm on the Wednesday before the first fixture date. This is Wednesday 6th September 2023 for the first half of the Season and Wednesday 17th January 2024 for the second half of the Season. 

5. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Reps Initiative 
It is a requirement for each County League Club to appoint an Inclusion Lead that can be a point of contact for the Middlesex Netball group to feed into, communicate with, and generally be involved in creating a positive and sustainable change within our sport. To this end, please include this position within your Club committee appointments for the season ahead.   A section on our registration form has been inserted, and the details of each Club Inclusion Lead will be shared with the Middlesex Netball ED&I Lead for communication purposes.  
6. Additional Documentation

Codes of Conduct for Umpires, Players, Coaches, Spectators and Information for Scorers Please ensure that players/umpires/coaches/scorers/spectators receive a copy of the appropriate document(s) to ensure they are conversant with and abide by them. 
England Netball Disciplinary Regulations – These are available on the England Netball website.
Age Banding Form and Guidance – attached for your reference. Please only use this official age banding form. 
7. Score Cards, Results forms and Game Management Record Sheet
Score cards - All teams are required to bring with them a suitable scorecard or paper; and pen to write with.  Score cards are not provided by the League or the umpires.
Results forms – This season we are introducing a new system whereby match results forms are to be submitted electronically using the relevant Division form. These forms are currently being reviewed and tested; and will be emailed to all teams prior to the start of the league.  They will also be available on the County League page of the Middlesex Netball website. 
Each team will be required to complete their OWN results form for each match.  Only the new electronic 2023/24 results forms will be accepted and penalty point deductions will be made for the use of old Result forms.  Only the first form submitted will be accepted.
The results form can be completed away from the courtside but must be submitted by 9pm on the fixture date.
Game Management Record Sheet – This season we are providing a separate Game Management Record sheet which is to be completed for all matches.  This will be emailed to all teams prior to the start of the league and will also be available on the County League page of the Middlesex Netball website.  

Only one sheet per game is required. It is the Home team's responsibility to supply the record sheet to the Scorers before the start of the game.  All Game Management infringements are to be accurately logged on the Game Management record sheet by the Scorers in conjunction with the Umpires and signed by the Captains.  The record sheet must be submitted by 9pm on the fixture date.
8. Umpires
This season we will again be centrally allocating umpires across ALL divisions.  However, to ensure this is feasible all TEAMS must provide details of at least one suitably qualified umpire for their division with active England Netball membership for the 2023/24 season on their team registration sheet.  These umpires will be expected to join the central pool of umpires and to submit an appropriate bleep test submission form in line with County League fitness requirements.  
Umpires should not be nominated for more than one team.  Please ensure you ask permission of the umpire before adding their name to the list. Contact will only be made by the County League Umpiring Co-ordinator and their details will not be passed on to other teams.
As a courtesy to the umpires please ensure that umpire expenses are placed in an envelope and handed to the umpires BEFORE the start of each match.
KEY DATES

1st September 2023, 6pm - deadline for submission of TEAM REGISTRATION SHEETS
6th September 2023, 6pm - submission of England Netball Official Club Roster (Engage membership system) Rule 3.5.2

9th September 2023 - County League fixtures commence – All Divisions
13th January 2024, 6pm - deadline for submission of Team Registration forms for second half of the season.
17th January 2024, 6pm - submission of England Netball Official Club Roster (Engage membership system) Rule 3.5.2
20th January 2024 - County League fixtures commence for the second half of the season – All Divisions

18th May 2024 - Play offs – Timings and Venue TBC
Should there be any COVID related requirements, we will take guidance from England Netball and provide further information as and when required. 
If you are a new secretary, please check what to do with your previous secretary. Any other queries or problems, please contact countyleague@middlesexnetball.co.uk for advice.

Wishing you a wonderful season ahead! 
Kind Regards
Claire Kean 
Chairperson – County League









